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witli difficulty brought inside the fort by Surgeon-Major Lloyd,
who afterwards received the Victoria Cross for his gallantry. Five
sepoys were killed at the same spot. After the death of Captain
Morton the command devolved on Lieutenant Dent, who was still
disabled as the result of his wound at 'Nkrang, the other European
officers with the force, Mr. Hertz (Civil Police) and Lieutenant
Newbolt, having gone out with a reconnoitring party a few days
before. Later in the afternoon Lieutenant Master, who had been
left at 'Nkrang, fought his way into Siina and took over command
of the fort. The enemy were driven off from the vicinity of the
fort, but succeeded in hemming the garrison in, with the result
that, except for helio communication, Sima was practically cut ofi.
Constant sorties- were made, but the destruction of stockades in
one place was followed by the erection of fresh works elsewhere,
and the rising gained strength daily.

On the 16th January a party under Lieutenant Newbolt attack-
ed Mali to the south of Sima and destroyed it, but on their return
march they encountered strong opposition, Mr. Brookes-Meares of
the Civil Police being mortally wounded, and seven sepoys killed.
After this the force acted on the defensive.

Lieutenant Drever, who had collected 100 military policy at
^   rt         Myitkyina to punish the Sana Kachins,

Keinforcements for Sima.          '       '              r            ...       irx.         f

was now ordered to join theoima iorce

and open up communications; while the Eastern Column, which was
working south of the Taping, was ordered to effect a diversion by
the Mole valley and was strengthened by 100 men under Captain
Atkinson, summoned from ]STamhkamto take command. The
Kaukkwe Column, under Captain Alban, was at the same time sent
across via Talawgyi, and these measures had the effect of open-
ing up Sima.

On the 30th January the relieving columns en route to Sima,
and the Sima garrison, made simultaneous attacks on a formidable
stockade at Kamja (or Sumjar). The Kachins were scattered with
heavy loss, and the village burnt. Our loss was five killed and six
wounded, including Lieutenant Master, who died from the effects of
his wound five days later. The next day Palap and Mali were burnt
and many stockades destroyed by a party of 175 men under Cap-
tain Alban. On the return to Sima, however, the Kachins made
several attacks on the G-urkha rear-guard, the behaviour of the
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